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Cummins (1981) found that it took young learners at least five years to attain grade level cognitive/academic language proficiency (CALP) in ESL conditions in Canada.  Even in this environment of rich and constant exposure to the L2, learners take a long time to become proficient in the language.  For a very conservative estimate imagine that learners are in school 7 hours a day, 5 days a week, 32 weeks a year for 5 years, even ignoring the flood of language exposure that they receive outside of the school walls that would mean that they have about 5120 hours English exposure in school before they are proficient in English.   Now, imagine that you are in an EFL context where even the most ambitious students receive only a fraction of that exposure over 5 years.  This could help to explain (even beyond teaching methods) why we often see learners graduating high school in Korea unable to communicate in a language that they have learned in school for over 9 years.  If the issue is time exposed to the target language, we need to get our learners to engage in learning language outside of our classrooms (even outside of academies); the Internet (particularly the Web) provides an excellent environment to do this.
This presentation will demonstrate the use of a free, online social networking application (Ning) that can be used for both large and small groups to build interactive communities that foster language learning both inside and beyond classroom walls.  In addition, other, similar online spaces that can be used similarly.  In this way, teachers and students are no longer limited to the brief time that they are together in the classroom.  Teachers and students can use these spaces in closed environments to extent their classroom or they can even join larger, existing, open groups to participate in larger communities beyond the confines of their own schools.
Whether you are sending an email, watching streaming video, or checking the status of your friends in online social networks, the Web is the default medium for today’s information exchange.  The popularization of the World Wide Web in the 1990’s saw the creation of many Web-based communities to serve 1000s of different groups from movie fans to gamers to teachers.  Communities share many different kinds of spaces that use technologies such as listservs, discussion forums, synchronous text chat, synchronous and asynchronous audio, synchronous and asynchronous video, virtual offices (e.g., TappedIn), multi-user virtual environments (MUVEs) (e.g., SecondLife) and online social networks.  Each new technology produced seems to be incorporated into bring communities into closer contact.  
Popular online “social networking” spaces have emphasized the “social” in social networking.  Facebook, MySpace, and Ning emphasize social interactions across networks of contacts.  If you want to meet my friend, I can “introduce” you.  These same social networking concepts are being integrated into nearly every new Web 2.0 technology and service.  Now people can establish social networks around music (Last.fm), video (YouTube), pictures (Flickr), bookmarks (del.icio.us), news (Digg), presentations (SlideShare), documents (Scribd), and language learning (Livemocha).  

This presentation will primarily focus on the use of Ning (http://www.ning.com).  Ning enables users to quickly and easily create social networking spaces.  These spaces can be populated with community members who can then create their own personal spaces (profiles, blogs, images, videos, bookmarks, etc.) and add to communal spaces (discussion forums, wikis, document storage, blogs, images, videos, bookmarks, etc.). 
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